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This means that YOU are the one who must:
• Register with your state
• Educate yourself on all homeschooling laws/policies for legal purposes
• Make the decision as to what curriculum you will use(unless using A2O tutors)
• See to it that your child is doing his/her coursework
• Know whether or not your child understands the coursework
• Keep all paperwork your child completes for legal purposes
• Keep all progress reports/grades for legal purposes
• Know the requirements for high school graduation
• Know the requirements for college entrance

These requirements are your responsibility even if you choose
to send your child to a tutor or opt to do online coursework.

A Letter from Our Director:
Please allow me to introduce myself to you. My name is Pamela Deese. In 1999 I began tutoring children in my home,
and in 2001 I moved into a small 400sqft facility and started my retail business, “Home School Cottage”. Within my first
month, I formed a tutoring service for homeschool families that would become a non-profit, Acorns 2 Oaks. In 2004, we
went from 400sq. ft. to the entire 1800sqft building. By 2006, it was clear that we needed to move yet again. In 2007 we
moved both businesses and settled in at our present location.
Over the years, I have discovered that one of the advantages of homeschooling is that it is adaptable to many different
styles of teaching and learning. You get to decide how much structure is needed, what materials are used, or if hiring a
tutor would be in your child’s best interest. My wish for you is to broaden your horizons and expand your thinking
about the many possibilities of educating your child. At Acorns 2 Oaks we are loyal and have an overwhelming spirit. I
know that when you and your child participate in any of the various activities offered by Acorns 2 Oaks, you will feel this
spirit.
The purpose of this handbook is to aid parents and students in their stay at Acorns 2 Oaks. It contains the philosophy,
rules and regulations of Acorns 2 Oaks. We provide students with a quality education and a range of extracurricular
activities and family adventure trips to help students become well rounded. This handbook should answer many
questions you may have. I ask that you take a moment and visit our website @ A2OSlidell.com which contains a wealth
of information on homeschooling in general, along with more detailed information about Acorns 2 Oaks. If you cannot
find the information you need, please feel free to ask us for assistance.

In the state of Louisiana, homeschoolers can provide a diploma that, by law, must be recognized and given equal weight
as a diploma from a private school; however, coursework completed should be equal to the standards of traditional
schools for it to be recognized. Colleges WILL REQUIRE certain coursework to be completed in order to gain admission
to their school. It is strongly advised that you contact the college or university that you desire to attend and discover
what courses are required. Typically, the credits and courses needed are the same as those required for graduation
from an accredited public high school.
If your child is unable to complete the coursework required for graduation or scores below average on the ACT, he/she
will most likely need to get a GED. With a GED, course requirements are waived and your child will be able to apply to
colleges, depending on their (colleges) individual requirements. If your child scores below average on the ACT as a
homeschooler, most colleges will ask for a GED prior to admission.

Useful Reference Information
1. Louisiana Department of Education, Guidelines for State: www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/home-study,
or call 877-453-2721
2. Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS): www.osfa.la.gov
3. Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance (LOSFA): 1-800-259-5626 Ext.1012

Signed,

4. Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): www.fafsa.ed.gov

Pamela Deese

5. Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA): www.hslda.org




Each Student, Parent/Guardian and Tutor is expected to follow all policies of this Handbook.
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• Communicate with their tutors and parents if homework appears to be too difficult, directions/expectations are
unclear, or challenges arise.
• Make use of all school resources when support is needed by going to tutoring, meeting with his/her tutors, by
arrangement, before/after school or during lunch, and meeting with the school counselor.

Tutor Responsibilities

• Establish deadlines, due dates for projects/assignments, and tests.
• Explicitly explain the directions, purpose, and expectations that are appropriate for each homework assignment,
project, or test preparation.
• Model the assignment.
• Present and review scoring rubric, where appropriate, at the time of the assignment.
• Suggest and practice techniques to help increase efficiency, such as how to allocate time wisely, meet deadlines,
and develop good study habits for each subject area.
• Differentiate assignments when it is determined that, despite appropriate effort and learning habits, a student is
spending more than the expected time on homework.
• Assign purposeful homework and/or projects and ensure that assignments/projects conform to the grade level
guidelines.
• Submit class goals and 3 month lesson plan to administration for approval.

Parent Responsibilities

• Provide a quiet study area, appropriate materials, supplies, and sufficient time to enable students to complete
homework.
• Support homework completion. This can include helping students clarify instructions, by acquiring resources,
helping with time management/organization, discussing purpose, discussing effective learning habits, and/or
reinforcing understanding of the task or reviewing assignment planner.
• Encourage students to communicate directly with his/her tutors if the student is struggling with homework
expectations.
• Monitor time spent on homework and communicate with his/her tutors if the student is consistently spending
more than the time expected to complete homework

Now that you have decided to Homeschool
At Acorns 2 Oaks, we take pride in having the privilege of tutoring your child. Homeschooling can bring challenges at
times, but when you partner with Acorns 2 Oaks, we will work together with you in order to help your child gain success.
In making the decision to homeschool, you decided to take full responsibility for your child’s education. Whether you
decide to teach your child yourself or hire tutors to teach your child, the full responsibility lies with you to see that your
child is educated.
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Acorns 2 Oaks Philosophy & Vision
The Acorns 2 Oaks administration and staff, including students, and parents will work together as a learning
community engaged in a continuous process of strategic planning, shared decision-making, implementation of
research based learning initiatives, and assessment of student performance to promote high student academic
achievement and a lifelong love of learning for all students.
We are committed to offering our support to public, private, and homeschool families in practical ways through our
tutoring services and programs. This in turn will assist parents in their efforts to continue teaching their children
through the high school years, when children need parental guidance more than ever. We believe that the
incredible journey of learning is one for which you are never too old or too young.
Mission Statement
Our Mission is to provide a safe and caring environment to assist in the nurturing and guidance of our students by
providing individual, comprehensive learning. Create an opportunity for members of the community to make their
gifts and talents available to our children. To create a challenging and caring community encouraging lifelong
learning and inspiration to achieve!

Acorns 2 Oaks Spirit

What is Acorns 2 Oaks Spirit? It is an enthusiastic loyalty to our educational facility. It is acknowledging that you
belong to a wonderful group of students and educators rather than maintaining a selfish attitude. To display Acorns
2 Oaks Spirit is to show others, the responsibilities that are yours as a member of the student body. Acorns 2 Oaks
Spirit is a feeling of belonging and of sharing that feeling. One way in which you can show your Acorns 2 Oaks Spirit
is by taking an active part in promoting the entire program. By helping us keep everything running smoothly and by
displaying a sense of pride in all things Acorns 2 Oaks, whether you are on campus or not, you are displaying Acorns
2 Oaks Spirit. When you accept the privileges of being a member of Acorns 2 Oaks, you should accept the
responsibility of doing your share to make it great and keep it strong.

Notice of Non-Discrimination
Acorns 2 Oaks does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, national origin, religion, disability, or gender in its
educational programs and activities (including employment and application for employment), and it is prohibited
from discriminating on the basis of gender by Title IX (20 USC 168) and on the basis of disability by Section 504 (42
USC 794).

TUTORING COURSES OFFERED
Pre-K & Kindergarten Courses (4 -6 yr. olds)
Math
Language Arts
Science
Social Studies
Spanish (Intro. to Foreign Lang.)
PE *
Art *
Music *
(*Additional Cost)
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Elementary Courses (1st – 6th Grade)
Monday 9am-12pm & Tuesday 9am-2:30pm
Language Arts
Math
Spanish/French (Intro. to Foreign Lang.) Art*
Creative writing*
PE *

Progress Reports Policy
All tutors must provide grades to students and parents twice in the school year. The first progress report should be
sent out mid-year (December). The second progress report should include the student’s final grade. Final report
cards MUST be sent out no later than May 20th.
Grading Scale
A = 92 – 100
B = 83 – 91
C = 74 – 82
D = 65 – 73
F = 64 - Below

(*Additional cost)

NOTE: ALL REQUESTED COPIES OF PROGRESS REPORTS WILL INCUR A $25 PER PAGE CHARGE.
Discipline Policy
Discipline begins with parental involvement. Remember, you, the parent, are responsible for your child’s education,
whether in progress or lack thereof. We encourage parents to discipline their child at home in a loving but firm way
that will produce the kind of character that the child needs in order to succeed. At Acorns 2 Oaks, we ask all
students who enter the premises to follow the 4 D’s of discipline:
1. NO Disrespect: We expect all students to show respect to and for their tutor, fellow classmates, and our facility.
2. NO Disobedience. We expect all students to be obedient to the tutor’s instruction.
3. NO Dishonesty. We expect all students to be honest and trustworthy.
4. NO Disruption. We expect all students to listen and be attentive to the tutor’s teaching. If a student is late to a
session, we expect the student to be quiet upon entering, as not to disturb the teaching process.

Junior High Courses/Electives (7th & 8th Grade)
Sciences
History
Math
English
Foreign Languages
History
Art
Music
PE
Senior High Courses/Electives
French 1&2
Spanish 1&2
Latin 1&2
American history
World Geography
English I
English II
English III
English IV
Intro to Speech
Psychology
CLUBS/LESSONS
Real World Adventures
Jr. & Sr. High Underwater Robotics
Science
Private Piano Lessons
Private Guitar Lessons

Senior Speech & Debate
Creative Writing
Literature as Film
Algebra ½
Algebra 1
Algebra 2
Geometry
Advanced Math
Calculus
Financial Peace
Public Speaking

Environmental Science
Biology & Lab
Chemistry & Lab
Physics & Lab
Advanced Physics &Lab
Criminal Forensics
Physical Science
Health & Physical Education
Music
Art

Elementary Underwater Robotics
Elementary Marine Biology

Health & Physical Education
Art (supplies included)

Private Flute Lessons
Private Voice Lessons

Private Drum Lessons
Music Lessons

There is a $10.00 Non-Refundable Registration fee for all Non-Acorns 2 Oaks Students
ACT Prep Classes
Leap Prep Classes
Stanford/Iowa Prep Classes
**ALL CLASSES AND CLUBS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Once an infraction occurs, these are the steps that will be taken:
• 1st offense will result in the issuance of a Student Discipline Form (SDF) being filed on the student. SDF must
be signed by the parent/guardian and returned back to A2O before the student will be allowed to continue
their tutoring schedule.
• 2nd offense will result in the issuance of their 2nd Student Discipline Form (SDF). Second offenses will require
a conference with the parent/guardian of the student before the student will be allowed to continue their
regular tutoring schedule.
• 3rd offense will result in the student’s release from the program, with NO REFUNDS of any type.
Accountability
Student accountability for behavioral issues may be achieved through a personal parent/tutor conference with
regards to positive solutions.

Homework Requirements
Student Responsibilities

Students shall:
• Keep careful track of homework assignments by recording them in their planner, by checking Moodle, by viewing
JPAMS, and/or by asking clarifying questions.
• Give maximum effort in completing and turning in assignments on time.
• Meet with his/her tutors immediately after a planned or unplanned absence in order to arrange make up work by
an agreed upon date.
• Meet/communicate with his/her tutors prior to a planned absence to determine expectations and arrange for
completion of missed assignments.
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Cheating/ Plagiarism Policy
Students will be considered to be cheating if involved in the following in class: roving eyes, cheat sheets, open
books, notes, or materials during test without teacher approval.
• Copying the homework, essays, tests, exams or any written assignment of other students, from our school or
any other school, and presenting this information as your own work. If a student allows others to copy their
work, they are also cheating.
• Downloading or copying printed materials from the Internet, computerized databases and encyclopedias, or
other soft-ware sources without correctly citing sources and turning it in as your own work, even if you change a
few words.
• Copying from books, magazines, or other printed materials without correctly citing sources and turning it in as
your own work.
• While we encourage receiving help with writing from tutors, friends, or family members, they must not write or
dictate the direct wording for your writing.
• Students may use computerized dictionaries, translators, computers, and other electronic devices for at-home
assignments as long as the electronic device does not write sentences or paragraphs for you. We do allow spell
check and grammar check.
Care of Acorns 2 Oaks Property Policy
We would like to think that ALL students enrolled with our program would take pride in our facility at all times and a
policy would not need to be in place, however, we have learned that is sometimes not the case. Students should not
deface or destroy, in any way, the walls, the furniture, desks, equipment, books, fixtures, doors, bathrooms, or any
property, in our Acorns 2 Oaks facility. We expect all students, parents, and tutors to assist us in maintaining the
cleanliness of our facilities by placing all paper and waste in the proper containers. Any student damaging school
property, intentionally or through negligence, will be liable for such damages. Clubs/Classes/Tutors that need to
hang signs in the building must first receive administrative approval. Hot glue guns, staple guns, strapping tape,
electrical tape, nails or tacks should not be used. Signs should not be placed on painted wall surfaces. Only masking
tape should be used. Following these rules will keep Acorns 2 Oaks a pleasant place to learn.

Curriculum Policy
Tutors have the obligation and the responsibility to choose the best curriculum for the session. Curriculums need
not be the same brand or company. The tutor has the right to choose the curriculum, however, the parent or
guardian may make a suggestion. Curriculum goals and lesson plans must be submitted and approved by Acorns 2
Oaks administration. The tutor may choose supplemental material in addition to the coursework. The tutor also
may choose to incorporate art, games, or other manipulatives to enhance the coursework as well as to meet each
student’s individual learning needs.

Homework/Assignments
All students are required to complete and return homework assignments on scheduled due dates. This can and will
affect their grade in the coursework. Homework and assignments are a crucial reinforcement of instructional
concepts to ensure mastery of coursework and of your child’s educational success. Failure to turn in homework
assignments may result in a failing grade.
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Tutor List
A complete and up to date Tutors list is available 24/7 on our website @ www.A2OSlidell.com which includes email
contact information. If needed, a printed list of the Tutors can be obtained through the Acorns 2 Oaks office.

Policy Guidelines
In its attempts to provide quality tutoring services, Acorns 2 Oaks will maintain the following:
•

Acorns 2 Oaks will set all tutoring policies. When parents enroll their child for our services, they agree to follow
all policies and procedures.

•

All persons connected with and employed by Acorns 2 Oaks, must abide by the policies set forth by the
administrator and must demonstrate an active commitment to conduct themselves in such a way that is
honorable and trustworthy as to protect the integrity of good standing within the organization.

•

Students enrolled at Acorns 2 Oaks are expected to follow and maintain a high moral conduct. This means they
must conduct themselves in such a way that is honorable and trustworthy as well as follow and complete all
educational requirements set forth by the administrator and tutor.

Lunch Policy
Acorns 2 Oaks does not have a kitchen or any facility required to prepare or store food for lunches. With this in
mind, we WILL NOT be offering lunch to students enrolled with us. It is therefore your responsibility to pack a lunch
and snacks for your child. You will be contacted by administration if your child does not have a lunch for the day.
Acorns 2 Oaks will ONLY supply a Peanut Butter and Jelly sandwich and a cup of water should you not supply child
with a lunch. You will be charged $5 for every lunch that is provided for your child.

Registration Policy
Depending upon your child’s tutoring needs, days and hours of those services will vary. Please check with your tutor
to find out the day and time of the service you are enrolling your child in. Enrollment in Acorns 2 Oaks is a privilege,
not a right; therefore, Acorns 2 Oaks has the right to make a decision on whether a student receives services or not.
Parents also forfeit this privilege if they become belligerent or irate during phone calls or in person when meeting
with the tutor or administration. Any action by the parent/guardian that is contrary to our policies and procedures,
or any threats to tutors or the organization will result in dismissal of services and the forfeit of ALL fees paid. All
decisions are rendered by the Administrator.

Tuition Policy
Group Tutoring
All group tutoring and lab fees are due upon enrollment or paid in full by the 1st of December of every calendar year.
You may pay by cash, check or credit card. If you pay by check, you are agreeing that you have the funds to do so.
There will be a surcharge of $30.00 for an NSF check. If balance has not been paid in full after December 1st, a $100
fee will be added to your bill. There are NO REFUNDS if you decide you no longer wish to receive our services. The
only exception will be for a Military Transfer of employment with verifiable transfer orders.
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Private Tutoring
Private tutoring and lab fees must be paid monthly in advance. Payment in full is required prior to the
commencement of the private tutoring sessions. You may pay by cash, check or credit card. If you pay by check, you
are agreeing that you have the funds to do so. There will be a surcharge of $30.00 for an NSF check. If balance has
not been paid in full prior to the private tutoring session, the session will NOT BE conducted.

Health Policy
We ask that all students receiving services at Acorns 2 Oaks NOT attend classes when sick. Please stay home and do
not return until 24 hours have passed. This will prevent sickness from spreading to others. If a student contracts lice
at home, they will not be allowed to attend classes until all lice are removed. If there is an outbreak of lice at Acorns
2 Oaks parents will be notified. If a student has ringworm, the parent must cover it with a band aid every day until it
is gone. Ringworm is very contagious so we do not want it to spread.

Attendance Policy
Any student enrolled in any tutoring service, whether group or private is expected to attend in order to receive the
best quality of education. We are not a school but a tutoring service; therefore attendance cannot be required,
however, in order to receive the quality of education you are requesting from us, we ask that your child attend all
sessions. If a student misses a group session, this session will not be made up. You will then have to contact the
tutor for assignments. Please contact the Tutor if the student will be late for a tutoring session. In the event a
student cannot attend a scheduled private tutoring session, you must contact the Tutor 24 hours prior to the session
to reschedule the session. Failure to contact the Tutor 24 hours prior to the scheduled time will be considered a “NO
SHOW” and you will be charged the agreed upon hourly tutoring rate for that session.

Family Adventure “Field Trip” Policy
Acorns 2 Oaks will be offering on campus family adventures, as well as off campus family adventures. Off campus
adventures will require a medical release form. Transportation process will be determined.

Harassing or Bullying Policy
We at Acorns 2 Oaks take bullying and harassing very seriously and we have a no tolerance policy in regards to it.
Bullying occurs when one or more individuals inflict physical, verbal, emotional, psychological, and/or sexual abuse
on another or others. All Incidents are to be reported to Administration Immediately. Any information provided by
witnesses will be held in the strictest confidence. This includes any evidence or reports of electronic/cyber bullying.

Conferences Policy
Parent-Tutor conferences are encouraged. Please feel free to contact the tutor through Acorns 2 Oaks email if you
have any questions about your child’s progress or lack thereof in the sessions.

Photo Release Policy
Acorns 2 Oaks requires you to sign our photo release form stating whether or not you give Acorns 2 Oaks permission
to use photographs of your child or family on the Acorns 2 Oaks website, news releases, Facebook, or publications.
Signing in favor of this release waives all rights to preview the photos and those signing will not receive any sort of
financial remuneration.

Fighting Policy
Fighting will not be tolerated and any student participating in a fight will be asked to leave Acorns 2 Oaks facility. If a
student feels that another student is about to start a fight, the threatened student should communicate this
information to the Director or Asst. Director immediately. Verbal altercations of a threatening or profane nature or
instigation of a fight may also result in a student being asked to leave the facility.

Telephone Usage/Cell Phones Policy
Students will not be permitted to use Acorns 2 Oaks phone unless authorized by the Administrator or tutor. The
Administrator or tutor will call the parent or guardian in case of an emergency. Students will not be permitted to
call or text from their personal cell phone. The phone must stay in their book bag during sessions. If the student
pulls the cell phone out during a session, the tutor then has the right to take the phone and turn it over to the
parent when they arrive.
A cell phone or other electronic device that is visible is considered in use.
A cell phone that rings during class or is being used to text is considered a disruption.

Dress Code Policy
Acorns 2 Oaks asks that all students dress appropriately with modest fashion. Please respect others by respecting
yourself in wearing clothing that covers private areas of the body. This will, in turn reflect, an attitude of care and
concern for yourself and others around you. Shoes must be worn at all times. Parents/guardians are asked to lead
by example.

Personal Accessories Policy
Students are not allowed to bring valuables, toys, balls, games, and so forth, to classes. If a student brings any
personal accessory to a class, he/she must keep it in his/her book bag. They cannot take it out until the session is
over. If the student takes out that personal accessory during a class, the tutor has the right to take it from the
student and turn it over to the parent when they arrive.

Medicine Policy
Acorns 2 Oaks will not administer any medication before, during or after classes. Any and all medications that your
child needs MUST be administered by you, the parent/guardian.
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